[Use of an albendazole bolus against gastrointestinal nematode infections in first year cattle].
Thirty first year grazing calves were allocated to two groups of 15 calves each on the basis of bodyweight and were administered albendazole boli or placebo boli, respectively, 30 days after turnout. The albendazole bolus prevented the nematode egg output almost completely for about 4 months, whereas the controls had mean egg counts of up to 206. Pepsinogen concentrations were significantly higher in the control group and reached mean values of 3055 mU tyrosine compared to less than 1000 mU tyrosine in the albendazole treated group after bolus administration. Pasture contamination with trichostrongylid larvae was markedly lower on pastures of the albendazole group than on the controls. Mean weight gains were significantly higher in the albendazole group than in the controls with a difference of 10.7 kg per animal at the end of the season.